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Figure 1. Distributions of different data types. The appropriate measure of central
tendency for illustrative distributions of (A) numeric and (B) categorical data is indicated in
the figure for mean (solid vertical line), median (dashed vertical line), and mode. Mean
refers to the average value, median is the middle value, and mode is the value that
appears the most often in a distribution. Dispersion can be measured according to
standard deviation (or standard error), interquartile range (IQR), and range. Standard



